Immunological capacity of human fetal liver cells.
The aim of this study was to evaluate immunological characteristics of human fetal liver (FL) cells, fresh and cryopreserved, 7-12 weeks post-conception. With monoclonal antibodies, HLA-associated determinants were demonstrated on FL. Although serological HLA determination of A, B, C and class II antigens was not possible, genomic HLA class II typing using RFLP technique or PCR amplification with sequence-specific primers was feasible. MLC induced only minor responses. Exposure to standard mitogens and polyclonal B cell activators did not stimulate DNA synthesis or antibody production. ABO antigens were expressed and determined. The apparent low immunological capacity of FL cells may reduce the risk of rejection and graft-versus-host disease when such cells are used in transplantation.